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THE SKI ISSUE

BY DINA MISHEV

‘M
y life is your va-
cation — Jack-
son Hole Wyo-
ming.” While
walking around

my east Jackson neighborhood —
Jackson is the biggest town in
Jackson Hole — I first saw this
bumper sticker. I was 26, healthy,
debt-free, starting my writing
career and amazingly, oblivious-
ly, wonderfully naive. Of course
my life was a vacation; skiing or
climbing 300 days a year was just
the cherry on top. 

Fast-forward 13 years, and I’ve
joined the real world. Life as a
whole is no longer a perpetual
vacation, but it’s still generally
awesome and I still live in a
vacation destination. If I have a
productive morning at work, I
spend the afternoon skiing at
Jackson Hole Mountain Resort.
Moose sometimes wander
through my front yard. At least in
the winter, when the cottonwood
tree my neighbor is obviously
fertilizing with steroids is bare of
leaves, when I wash dishes and
look out a window I see the
Grand Teton. One night last
winter, elbow-deep in warm,
sudsy water and admiring my
mountain view, the snow-spack-
led peaks pink in the setting sun,
I decided it was time to take a
vacation — in Jackson Hole. 

Even if only for a weekend, I
would leave the dishes behind,
see a moose without worrying if
it was going to eat my new aspen
trees, and do something I usually
don’t: cross-country ski.

Turpin Meadow Ranch is
about as far north as you can go
in Jackson Hole and still be in
Jackson Hole. It’s at the back of
Buffalo Valley, in the Absaroka
Mountains at the eastern base of
Togwotee Pass, one of the few
weaknesses in the five mountain
ranges surrounding Jackson
Hole. 

We turn from U.S. Route
89/191 onto Buffalo Valley Road.
Immediately the snow banks are
taller than the road is wide. We
drive — the road mostly parallels
the Buffalo Fork of the Snake
River — until we no longer can.
Ten miles. Between November
and May, the county plows the
road only as far as the ranch. We
pull up to its historic log lodge. It
has been precisely an hour since
we left downtown Jackson, but I
feel light years away.

The Tetons are right here,
though. As we stand next to a
group of parked fat bikes — with
four-inch-wide tires capable of
riding on top of packed snow —
the range looks so close. I know
it’s not but don’t question the
optical illusion. I check in and
pick out rental boots and skis as
fast as possible. I’d rather be
cross-country skiing and looking
up at the Tetons than standing in
a parking lot doing the same. 

Jackson Hole has long been
known as an Alpine ski destina-
tion. Snow King Mountain
opened several blocks from Jack-
son’s Town Square in 1939. Jack-
son Hole Mountain Resort
opened across the valley in 1965
and, in 2013, was voted by Ski
magazine readers as the best
overall ski resort in North Ameri-
ca. Jackson Hole has Nordic
skiing too, though. Turpin Mead-

the base of the Absarokas instead
of the Tetons is the surrounding
terrain. The Tetons do not do
foothills; they explode 7,000 feet
up from the valley floor without
hesitation. Nordic skiing in the
Tetons is either flat or very much
uphill.

Trails at Turpin Meadow roll
as they wind through pine forest
and open meadows. There are
rolls for every skill level. Because
my five prior times cross-country
skiing started with my edgeless
skis slipping out from beneath
me and my coccyx (and ego)
getting badly bruised, I head for
a loop that is rated easy. I allow
my boyfriend Derek, a much
better Nordic skier, to accompa-
ny me only after he promises to
explore a more challenging trail
on his own later. Rio, our 12-year-
old yellow Labrador retriever,
doesn’t seem to care what we ski.
(Turpin Meadow is dog-friendly.)

We combine the three-mile
Summer Homes Loop with the
Willows Loop and finish just
before dusk. I manage the whole
thing without once falling! For
the last mile, I’m even comfort-
able enough to look away from
the trail. While skiing. This is

good, because if I wasn’t, I’d have
been stuck standing near the
bank of the Buffalo Fork of the
Snake River staring at the
Tetons. It’s one of the views you
can’t tear yourself away from.

Each of these — the river and
the mountains — are gorgeous
on their own. From the Willows
Loop, their sum is much greater
than the individual parts. I know
Jackson Hole better than a regu-
lar vacationer, so I can authorita-
tively state that this view of the
range is one of the best in the
entire valley.

I walk into the main lodge
ready to share my success with
the manager and any other
guests who might be hanging out
over cookies, served in late after-
noon, or wine, beer and cock-
tails, available all day at a cozy
bar. But the dinner menu dis-
tracts me. Mixed green salad
with a locally made sheep’s milk
cheese. Risotto and short ribs
from a local cow. An apple cob-
bler for dessert. Best of all? There
will be no dishes to do. 
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In Jackson Hole, discoveries still drift about for a resident

If you go
WHERE TO STAY
Turpin Meadow Ranch

24505 Buffalo Valley Rd., Moran

307-543-9147

turpinmeadowranch.com

Historic log cabins with gaslit 
fireplaces, wool Pendleton 
blankets and bright, cheerful 
interiors. No TVs or cellphone 
service. Cabins, including 
breakfast, from $149 a night 
(double occupancy). Winter 
season starts Dec. 23; two-night 
minimum stay.

Alpine House

285 Glenwood St., Jackson

307-739-1570

alpinehouse.com

Turpin Meadow has a boutique, 
sister property a five-minute walk 
from Jackson’s Town Square. 
Packages that include nights at 
both properties are available. The 
inn is closed until Dec.7 for the 
offseason. Rooms from $145.

WHERE TO EAT
Turpin Meadow Ranch 

See information above.

All meals are served in the main 
lodge, decorated with vintage 
maps of the area, river rocks and 
taxidermied heads of an elk and a 
buffalo. Breakfast is for overnight 
guests only; anyone can come up 
for a hearty lunch, but 
reservations are required for the 
multicourse dinner. Lunch (11 a.m. 
to 2:30 p.m. daily) from $8; dinner 
(5 p.m. to 8 p.m.); from $20.

CocoLove 

15 W. Broadway, Jackson

307-733-3253

atelierortega.squarespace.com

Bonbons, Viennoiseries, coffee 
drinks and gelato made by a 
culinary Olympian (seriously, 
Oscar Ortega has competed at the 
Culinary Olympics). Open daily 
from 9 a.m. to 8 p.m.; from $2.

Picnic 

1110 Maple Way, Suite B, Jackson

307-264-2956

picnicjh.com

Kevin Cohane studied pastry at Le 
Cordon Bleu in Paris, and his wife, 
Ali, designed a space you’ll want 
to hang out in all day. Check out 
their salads, cocktails and 
sandwiches. Open Monday to 
Friday, 7 a.m. to 5 p.m.; weekends 
7 a.m. to 3 p.m. Pastries from $3; 
lunch from $8. 

Q Roadhouse

2550 Moose Wilson Rd., Wilson

307-739-0700

qjacksonhole.com 

Toss peanut shells on the floor at 
this restaurant/microbrewery, with 
a menu ranging from curry to the 
best ribs in town. Open daily from 
5 p.m. to 10 p.m.; entrees from 
$14.

WHAT TO DO
Activities at Turpin Meadow 
Ranch

Nordic skiing

Twenty-five kilometers of trails at 
all levels are groomed six days a 
week for both classic and skate 
skiing. Rent skis, boots, poles 
from $20/day. Day passes cost 
$15 (one-time fee for guests). 

Fat biking

Fat bikes are allowed on Nordic 
trails when conditions permit; this 
winter the ranch also has 
groomed, fat-bike-specific single-
track trails. Bike rentals from $30; 
guided rides from $120.

INFORMATION
jhnordic.com

— D.M.
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From November through May, Turpin Meadow Ranch in Jackson Hole, Wyo.,top, is the end of the road. Plowing stops there. A skier, above, checks out the terrain.

 For more suggestions in 
Jackson Hole, visit 
washingtonpost.com/travel

ow Ranch, opened on Dec. 31,
2013, is Jackson Hole’s first desti-
nation Nordic ski resort.

Hans and Nancy Johnstone,
who both competed in the biath-
lon in the 1992 Winter Olympics
in Albertville, France, the owners
of a boutique inn in downtown
Jackson, partnered with Dan
Nordstrom, conservationist and
chief executive of gear company
Outdoor Research, to resurrect
and revamp the historic Turpin
Meadow Ranch. The ranch’s
lodge and eight main cabins date
from 1932. When the group
bought the property in 2012, it
hadn’t been used in several
years, and its appropriateness to
host winter guests had always
been questionable considering
that the cabins did not have
foundations. Heat came from
space heaters.

Winterizing the buildings —
all of the cabins were lifted, put
onto foundations and hooked up
with heating and gaslit fireplaces
— and adding modern bath-
rooms onto each took nearly two
years. Designing 25 kilometers of
cross-country ski trails went
much faster.

A benefit of the ranch being at

Reader Anita Francis of Falls
Church, Va., noticed this uncon-
ventional stop sign outside the Bar
D Chuckwagon in Durango, Colo.

Have you seen an amusing sign in 
your travels? Read on.

Photos may be color or black-and-white and 
should be no more than a year old. Send 
high-resolution JPEG image to 
travel@washpost.com with “Sign Language” 
in the subject line. Be sure to include your 
name, contact information and a proposed 
caption. You can also submit prints or photo-
quality printouts to Travel Section Sign 
Contest, 1301 K St. NW, Washington, D.C. 
20071. (Write your name, caption and 
contact information on the back.) Photos 
become property of The Washington Post, 
which may edit, publish, distribute or 
republish them in any form. No purchase 
necessary.

SIGN LANGUAGE

ANITA FRANCIS

Inns, Lodges
& Villas

NEWYORK

RIVERSIDE
TOWER HOTEL
New York City

Singles $134. Doubles $139.
Suites $149.-$169

Lincoln Center area. Hudson River
views, 18 floors, kitchenette,

5 minutes to midtown. Safe,
quiet luxury area. Riverside
Drive & 80th Street. For more

info, call 800-724-3136 or visit
www.riversidetowerhotel.com

If only you had
home delivery.
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NORTH CAROLINA

WESTVIRGINIA

ESCAPE TO
THE WOODS!
WV getaways, only 90 miles from DC. 36
holes of Golf, Spa, Swimming, Tennis, more.
800-248-2222 or www.TheWoods.com

Inns,Lodges
&Villas
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